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Margaret Love practices law in Washington, D.C., specializing in executive clemency and 
restoration of rights, and sentencing and corrections policy.  She has written and lectured 
widely on the collateral consequences of a criminal conviction, and is co-author of a 
forthcoming treatise Collateral Consequences of Criminal Conviction:  Law, Policy and Practice 
(NACDL/West 2012).   
 
Ms. Love chaired the drafting committee for the ABA Standards on Collateral Sanctions and 
Discretionary Disqualification of Convicted Persons, served as ABA liaison to the Uniform 
Law Commission’s Collateral Consequences project, and now directs the NIJ-funded ABA 
collateral consequences compilation effort.   She participated in drafting the ABA amicus 
brief in Padilla v. Kentucky and has written several articles on issues raised by the Padilla 
decision.  From 2005 to 2009 she directed the work of the ABA Commission on Effective 
Criminal Sanctions, which produced ABA policy on access to and use of criminal records, 
and a comprehensive catalogue of federal collateral consequences.  
(http://www.abanet.org/cecs/internalexile.pdf).  Before that she was reporter for the ABA 
Justice Kennedy Commission (2003-2005).  In 2006 she published Relief from the Collateral 
Consequences of a Criminal Conviction:  A State-by-State Resource Guide (W.S. Hein 2006).  56 
 
Before establishing her private practice in 1998, Ms. Love served in the U.S. Justice 
Department for twenty years, from 1978 to 1997, including as U.S. Pardon Attorney (1990-
1997).  Ms. Love received her law degree from Yale, and has a Masters Degree in Medieval 
History from the University of Pennsylvania.   
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